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News Brief 
 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has asked the authorities concerned to pay special attention in 

improving the quality of education. The Prime Minister gave the instruction while receiving the 

results of this year's Primary Education Completion, Ebtedayee, Junior School Certificate, Junior 

Dakhil Certificate and equivalent examinations at her official residence Ganabhaban yesterday. 

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid and Primary and Mass Education Minister Mustafizur 

Rahman handed over the results to the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister, in her address on the 

occasion, called upon the authorities concerned to formulate time-befitting curricula for the 

students to keep pace with the modern world. The PM also formally inaugurated the free textbook 

distribution programme for the year 2018. 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged social organisations, including regional and 

professional ones, to work with the government for ensuring regional development and social 

reforms. The President made the urge while speaking at a special feast (Ziafat) organised by 

Greater Mymensingh Samity at Police Staff College convention centre in Dhaka yesterday. The 

President in his address called upon different organisations and local effluent people for extending 

helping hand to the helpless and underprivileged people. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is going to Jessore today to join the President Parade-2017 

marking the commissioning of Bangladesh Air Force officers. The PM during the visit will 

inaugurate a number of development projects. The Prime Minister will also address a public 

meeting at Jessore Eidgah Maidan in the afternoon.  

 Shipping Minister M Sahjahan Khan has urged the seafarers of the Marine Academy to work 

with sincerity and professional efficiency so that foreign shipping companies recruit more 

Bangladeshi mariners for their vessels. The shipping minister was addressing the passing out 

parade of 52nd batch graduates of the Marine Academy held at academy parade field in Chittagong 

yesterday. Terming the seafarers as ambassadors of Bangladesh, the minister called upon the new 

cadets to discharge their duties with patriotism so that the foreigners could not witness any kind of 

activities against the country.   

 Bangladesh has called upon Bahrain to invest in its energy, pharmaceutical and textiles sector 

and expand bilateral trade between the two countries. State Minister for Finance and Planning 

Muhammad Abdul Mannan made the call in an interview with media in Manama on Friday. The 

State Minister said, there are many areas in which Bahrain and Bangladesh can collaborate. Earlier, 

on Friday, Minister of Finance, Shaikh Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa met the State Minister. 

 Export of Bangladeshi products to the Nepalese market has seen a sharp rise in recent years 

due to various steps taken by the two countries. Bangladesh exported products worth about $10 

million to Nepal in 2013-14 fiscal year but it leapt to $47 million in 2016-17 fiscal year. The rise 

was over four times higher in just three years. Officials of Bangladesh Embassy in Kathmandu said, 

more than 78 products are being exported to the Nepalese market. The items include fridge, 

television, motorbike, electronics, automobiles, medicine, furniture, solar and raw jute.  

 The 31st night of December is being celebrated today as elsewhere in the world to welcome the 

English New Year-2018. People specially the youth celebrate the 31st night with festive mood. 

Marking the day, Dhaka Metropolitan Police has drawn up multi-tiered security measures. It bans 

holding of any programme at open places for the sake of overall security and maintaining law and 

order. 

 The total turnover of foreign trade in the Dhaka Stock Exchange has increased by 30.48 

percent to Tk 2,674.34 crore year-on-year with a total turnover of Tk 11,447.63 crore in 2017. 
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